
Financing Technology & Innovation
MENOG

Nicolas Rouhana
Vice-President ISOC-LB
GM of IM Capital
@nrouhana @isocLebanon @imKapital

1



About ISOC Lebanon Chapter

Non-profit, multi-stakeholder organization founded in 
February 2010 and incorporated in December 2012
• 9 board members
• More than 750 members
• President Nabil Bukhalid got on the Internet Hall of fame 

#Proud
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http://www.isoc.org.lb



Open Data

Working on our open 

data project in 

partnership with the 

government of 

Lebanon

LINC

The Lebanese Internet 

Center to manage the .lb 

resource

#NetNite

A series of events and 

workshops happening on a 

monthly basis to provide 

knowledge and information 

on new technologies in the 

world related to the 

internet.
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ISOC – LB Focus Areas & Activities

IMF
The Internet

Mentorship Force

supporting 

entrepreneurs in the 

Lebanese ecosystem

Broadband Access - Lebanon IPv6 Task Force - Internet Exchange Points 

– DNSSEC - Electronic Signature - Innovation and Entrepreneurship -
Economic Growth and Social Development for Lebanon



Can Lebanon have it’s own “Valley”?
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What is needed ?
• Tech Entrepreneurs
• Money – venture funding
• Attitude (risk taking)
• Attractive and welcoming to diaspora + foreign talent
• Universities (discuss entrepreneurship in classes)
• Employability v/s “entrepreneurability”

• Weather (skwimming ;)
• Infrastructure : No bureaucrats, legal framework, Internet (for 

direct to consumer) or Arab market (to compensate for small 
domestic market)

• Technology/Science parks for start-ups
• they need to start there (Start-ups happen in clusters)

• Success stories (exits)



Lebanon	Investment	Landscape	- Leapfrog
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For wannabe Entrepreneurs !
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6

Mentorship Force



News Headlines!

7



Success stories
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Parting thoughts

9

• There has never been a time when the supply of 
capital did not overwhelm the supply of 
opportunity

• Invitation to enterprise !
• From 331 to telecom law 431 J
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THANK YOU !

nicolas.rouhana@isoc.org.lb


